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TUE TRANSIT OF VENUS,

Feom the Providence Jouwrnnl, Now. 25

Venus will be the evening star until Dec, 6,
and morning siar the rest ot the month., There
will be no hca;tation in determining which of the
planets leads the tist, for the movements of Venus
are more imporiant than those of all the other
planets cowrbined, or indeed of any other celestial
event, even the advent ot another comet excced-
ing in proportions our present aucust visitor. On
the 6th the grand epoch occurs, for then the planct,
reaching her inferior conjunction, makes a transit

over the sun’s face. Nointellizent person who re-

allzes {ts importance will fatl to do as much toward

the celebration of the rare cveat ss to follow the

nlanct's course, with the aid of a piece of smoked

ginzs, at some time during the passare. It g the

simplest sight imagivable, & tiny blaek dot making

its way over the sun, but the solution of the

great problem of the zun's distance may hinse

on the seeminul?’ unimportant oceurrence,  Venus

will appear on the sun's Hinb over the whole United

Stites at noearly the sime moment of absolute

time, at about 8:55 o’clock in the morning:; shewil

lenve it and the transit will end about 3 o'clock,

Washington mean time. ‘I'he tables of Venus ars

not quite perfeet, and thereforo the predicte:l time

mav differn minute or two froin the observed thne,

Sueh igthe inportanee attached by astronowers (o

the trapsit that millions of dollars will probably be

approprinted by the Gevernments of different

countries and spent by private individuals in ob-

serving the phencmenon.  seientific observers will |
be numbered by thousands, whils no fizures can
compute the labor and patnstaking involved in
the intricate vrocesses that euter into the muthe-
matical calculations,  All that the most san-
guine astronomers expect  to accomplish is
the right to add or subtract less than
the teuth of a sceond from the —sun's
parallex as now received, though this infinitesi-
mal angular crror represents  something  ligo
a half-million miles in the solar distance. At half
the stations in the most favorab.cjocalitivs, the
weather will prevent observation. But at the other
half, all that buman power can do in wresting the
seerets of the sun will be accowmplished, and the
only opportunity that will occur for 122 years will
be fmproved, After the transit, we shall Jose tho
fairost of the stars from tha evening «Kky, but only
for a short time.  In a few days she will reappear
in the east as a morning star; at the close of the
month sho will be a superd object in the morning
sky, rising two hours and a half beforo the sun,
and sharing with the comot. if the celestial visitor
has not. left for parts unknown, in tho ¢hiet attrac-
tions of the celestial view. Venus sets now a few
minutes before Ho'closk in the evening: at tho end
of the month she rises about 4:45 o'clock in the
mornineg,
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